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Parenting Orders

Clause 38 creates a presumption that a Parenting Order will be imposed upon breach of a child's
ASBO unless the court considers that there are ‘exceptional circumstances’.

The Standing Committee for Youth Justice recognises the need to provide support to parents of children
whose behaviour is problematic but we do not believe that it is appropriate to do so through court orders
and the threat of criminal sanction except in the most extreme circumstances, where all voluntary options
have failed. Support should be delivered in such a way to enable parents to co-operate and we believe
that there should always be a preference for encouraging parents to take up help and support voluntarily.

Notwithstanding this, the Court already has the option of imposing a parenting order when an ASBO
is breached and we cannot see how reducing this discretion is advantageous.

The Standing Committee for Youth Justice (SCYJ) is a membership body which:

e Provides a forum for organisations, primarily in the non-statutory sector, working to promote the
welfare of children who become engaged in the youth justice system; and

e Advocates a child-focussed youth justice system that promotes the integration of such children into
society and thus serves the best interests of the children themselves and the community at large.
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